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ENGL 10803 Introductory Composition: Paranormal Writing 

 
Instructor Name: Lexi Walston 
Semester/Year: Spring 2019 
Number of Credits: 3 
Class Location: Beasley 103 
Class Meeting Days & Time: MWF 9:00am-9:50am 
Office: Reed 402.10 
Office Hours: Mondays 10:00-11:00; Wednesdays 10:00-11:00; Fridays 10:00-11:00; and by appointment 
Email: l.s.walston@tcu.edu 
Response Time: I normally respond to emails within 24 hours except on weekends 

TCU Mission Statement 

To educate individuals to think and act as ethical leaders and responsible citizens in the global community. 

Final Exam Date & Other Important Dates 

According to the Faculty/Staff Handbook, TCU requires a “final evaluative exercise in all classes.” In ENGL 10803, 
our final is a presentation that will take place at our final exam time, 8:00am-10:30am on Monday, 6 May 
2018. Do not make travel plans for this date; you must be present for the final. Rescheduling of final 
examinations is permitted only 1) when students have more than two final exams scheduled in a 24-hour 
period, or 2) for graduating seniors whose faculty members must submit final grades by Wednesday 5pm of 
finals week. Unless the student is graduating, the exam must be taken during final examination week. 
Arrangements for rescheduling a final must be made one week prior to the last day of classes 

Course Description 

Welcome to Introductory Composition: Paranormal Writing, a writing workshop focused on using writing 
to find out about ourselves and the world while we write, not before we write. We’ll develop writing skills by 
inquiring about the paranormal and the preternatural—or things that can’t always be scientifically 
explained, such as telekinesis, ghosts, and clairvoyance—as we attempt to answer the question: How do 
writing practices define what is paranormal? You’ll engage in processes of invention, critical reading, drafting, 
revision, and editing as you complete projects that introduce you to some of the ways writing can support 
inquiry, a key goal of writing in college.  

Learning Outcomes 

ENGL 10803 fulfills the TCU Core Essential Competency, Written Communication 1. The learning 
outcomes listed below are the goals we are working toward. By the end of ENGL 10803, students should 
demonstrate: 

1. The ability to write in a range of genres, using appropriate rhetorical conventions, for example: 
o write multiple assignments in different academic genres 
o write for different rhetorical situations (audience, purpose, genre) 
o produce texts with a controlling idea, appropriate support for their claims, and appropriate 

conventions of format and structure (including being able to create appropriate 
organizational structures in the absence of models)  
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o write multiple assignments in several genres, expanding their repertoire beyond predictable 
forms (e.g. the 5-paragraph essay) 
 

2. Competency in reading, quoting and citing sources, as well as competency in balancing their 
own voices with secondary sources, for example: 

o critically read texts for main ideas and arguments, for use of genre conventions, for 
rhetorical strategy, and for the position of the author 

o summarize, respond to, and critique texts 
o find, evaluate, analyze, and synthesize appropriate primary and secondary sources to inform 

and situate one’s own claims 
 

3. The ability to employ flexible strategies for generating and revising their writing, for example: 
o receive feedback on their writing from peers and instructor 
o work both inductively and deductively to develop a focus, claim, or thesis 
o  write multiple revisions, which might include substantive changes in ideas, structure, and 

supporting evidence 
o edit their texts according to the conventions of Edited American English 

Prerequisites  

• There are no prerequisites for this course 

Required Texts / Materials  

• Regular access to the internet. All readings and assignments will be available on or linked from 
our course website (D2L), and you’ll submit your writing there as well. You can access the site 
through my.tcu.edu or by visiting d2l.tcu.edu. Chrome is the preferred browser. 

• TCU email account (important class announcements will go here) 
• Access to a printer, when hard copies are required (printing is available in the TCU library) 

Additional / Supplementary Resources 

• William L. Adams Center for Writing | Reed 419 | 817‐257‐7221 |An instructional service with 
the mission of helping improve writing. Consultants offer feedback on writing projects to students, 
staff, and faculty from all academic disciplines. Consultants serve as a friendly audience and address 
any issue a writer would like to discuss, though consultations often focus on topic generation, 
organization of ideas, style, clarity, and documentation.  

• Center for Digital Expression (CDeX)| Scharbauer 2003 | cdex@tcu.edu | 817‐257‐4350| 
Available to assist students with audio, video, multimedia, and web design projects.  CDeX has an 
open lab for use by students during posted hours and is outfitted with a range of design software. 
See their website for more information and a schedule of open hours. 

• TCU Computer Help | 817‐257‐5855| IT provides support for TCU computing accounts and 
services. 

• Mary Couts Burnett Library| reference@tcu.edu | 817‐257‐7117 | The Library provides resources 
and services for the research and information needs of the TCU community. 
 

Keys to Success in this Course  
 

• Carefully read assigned texts and bring them to class 
• Participate meaningfully in discussions 

http://www.wrt.tcu.edu/
http://cdex.tcu.edu/
http://cdex.tcu.edu/hours
https://it.tcu.edu/support/
http://www.lib.tcu.edu/


Lexi Walston 
Paranormal Writing 

 3 

• Ask questions in or out of class 
• Attend class regularly and punctually 
• Complete all parts of the assignments 
• Turn in work on time 
• Plan and work proactively (don’t start assignments at the last minute) 
• Stay off devices during class (no texting or browsing online) 

 
Course Policies 

Attendance 
Regular attendance is necessary to your success in this course. Improvement in writing is a complex process 
that requires a lot of practice and feedback from readers. Three weeks of unexcused absences (9 class days) 
constitute grounds for failure of the course. Absences due to sleeping in and long weekends are NOT 
excused—they all count toward the three weeks' absences limit. Since illness is likely at some point during 
the semester, students are urged to save their unexcused absences for times when they are too sick to 
come to class. Students whose absences are due to circumstances beyond their control should contact me 
right away, and students may appeal this policy by scheduling a meeting with the Director of Composition. 
To do well in this course, you must come to class.  
 
Absences under the three-week maximum can still affect your grade adversely. After 5 days of unexcused 
absences, half a letter grade may be subtracted from your final grade for each additional absence (i.e., if you 
are at a B and miss 6 classes, your grade could drop to a B-, with 7 absences, a C+, with 8, a C, etc.). 
 
Excused absences: Only official university absences are excused, and you are responsible for bringing me 
notification of university absences before the event. Students representing TCU in a university-mandated 
activity that requires missing class should provide official documentation of schedules and turn in work in 
advance unless alternative arrangements have been made with the instructor. If you are dealing with an 
emergency that you think constitutes an excused absence, contact Campus Life and they will work with you 
to excuse your absence(s). 
 
Tardies: Be on time for class. Students who are tardy (five minutes late or more) are a distraction to the 
whole class. Keep in mind that in-class work cannot be made up.  
 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Every student in this class will be respected as an individual with distinct experiences, talents, and 
backgrounds. Students will be treated fairly regardless of race, religion, sexual orientation, gender 
identification, disability, socioeconomic status, or national identity. Issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion 
will be a part of class discussion, assigned material, and projects. The instructor will make every effort to 
ensure that an inclusive environment exists for all students. 

A diversity of opinions is necessary to create an intellectual environment that fosters inquiry. Our classroom 
thus needs to be a place for the free exchange of ideas in an environment of mutual respect. Each of us is 
responsible for sharing ideas and listening to the ideas of others in a constructive manner that supports the 
goals of the class. Students whose behavior distracts or disrespects others will be asked to leave and will be 
counted absent.  
 
Similarly, all members of the class are expected to follow rules of common courtesy in online 
communication. Participating in the virtual realm, including on social media sites and shared-access sites 
sometimes used for educational collaborations, should be done with personal integrity and respect for 
others. If I deem any digital exchange to be inappropriate or offensive, I will forward the message to the 
Chair of the department and appropriate action will be taken, not excluding expulsion from the course.  
 

https://campuslife.tcu.edu/
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Technology  
Email: Only the official TCU student email address will be used for course notifications. It is your 
responsibility to check your TCU email daily. 

Cell phones and Other Devices: These should be turned to silent or airplane mode during class unless 
instructed otherwise. Texting or using devices for anything other than designated class work means you’re 
not engaging in the daily activities of our course, and as a result, succeeding in the course will be difficult. 
When appropriate, you may take notes or complete in-class work on your computer, but please keep all 
other screens closed. It is your responsibility to limit your use of computers to assigned course materials. If 
using the computer distracts you or those near you from focusing on class work, computer use in class will 
be restricted.  

I will determine when it is or is not appropriate to use computers in class. As the instructor, I may ask 
students to put away computers for in-class activities that do not require internet access. I may also request 
that all students bring computers to class on certain days for in-class activities. Please be respectful and 
mindful of these policies. 

Course Requirements 
 

In this class, you’ll produce four writing projects using different methods of inquiry. All four projects will 
investigate the broad question: How do writing practices define what is paranormal? Each project will go through 
multiple drafts and revisions, and every version must be accompanied by an author’s note (see information 
about the author’s note under “Evaluation”). Before each assignment is due, you’ll receive a detailed 
assignment sheet available on the course website. Note: Except for in-class writings, everything you turn in should 
be typed.  
 
Project 1: Connecting to Your Beliefs, Part I 
In this narrative essay, you’ll define and investigate a paranormal experience through narrative inquiry—
such as telling a ghost story or sharing a time your dream came to fruition—in 1,000-1,200 words, using 
your own personal experience as evidence. Your goal is to define paranormal and explain your definition 
with personal stories as supporting evidence.  
 
Project 2: Ethnography of Place 
In this essay based on ethnographic inquiry (observation, thick descriptions, analysis of place) you’ll explore 
a “haunted” location to determine why it has come to be known as “haunted” in 1,200-1,400 words. Some 
examples of rumored-to-be haunted places include the Fort Worth Zoo, the Screaming Bridge at River 
Legacy Park, or TCU’s Hays Theatre. 
 
Project 3: Researching the Paranormal 
In this text-based research essay, you’ll pose a research question about a paranormal phenomenon that can’t 
always be explained through science (e.g., telekinesis, clairvoyance, witchcraft, etc.); then, you will research 
this phenomenon and explain/report on what experts believe about this phenomenon in 1,300-1,500 
words. 
 
Project 4: Connecting to Your Beliefs, Part II 
After writing Project 3, you will craft a visual and oral presentation explaining why you do or do not believe 
in the paranormal phenomenon you researched. This is the final exam. 
 
Peer Review: Peer review is an important part of the writing process, both in terms of receiving and 
providing feedback. Many students note that they learn most from reading each other’s work, which not 
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only allows them to see other models for writing, but also helps them read their own work critically. Peer 
reviews will be evaluated both by your peers and myself and will contribute to the final grade in this course.  
 
Because peer reviews are conducted in class, missing that class day will adversely affect this portion of your 
grade. However, since all peer review materials are online, you can participate while not physically being in 
the class by completing the following steps:  

1) alert me to your upcoming absences beforehand 
2) submit your own draft before class begins so that your peers can provide feedback, and 
3) provide timely response (by the next class period)  

 
Discussion Board Reading Analysis Posts (DBRAPs): Inquiry involves reading as well as writing. The 
readings you are assigned to do in this course includes both texts about writing as well as texts (including 
audio and video) about our course theme of the paranormal. To help you read assigned texts critically, 
rhetorically, and strategically, you’ll be asked to pose and respond to discussion questions on TCU Online. You 
will also be required to attend one event at TCU and write a discussion board post about this event. The 
purpose of an event DBRAP is to help you understand the differences between spoken rhetoric and written 
rhetoric; likewise, these events help you get involved with the TCU community. 
 
Process Work: One assumption of this course is that writing is an ongoing process that includes multiple 
drafts, collaboration with peers, and substantial revision. Full engagement in the writing process also means 
completing assigned readings on time and participating in class discussions and group work. Failure to be 
prepared for class, to participate, or to engage in substantive revision can adversely affect the quality of your 
writing projects. 
 
Conferences: During the semester, we’ll meet one-on-one to discuss your goals and work for the course. 
When we meet, please come prepared—you will plan the agenda for our time together. Attendance is 
required for these conferences—if you need to reschedule, contact me ahead of time. Conferences will not 
be rescheduled due to lateness or unexcused absences. 
 

Grading 
 

Project Portfolios: For each writing project of the semester, you’ll write several drafts, engage in peer 
review, and complete substantive revisions. You’ll submit all of this work in a project portfolio along with 
an author’s note explaining what you learned in the unit and how the contents of your portfolio 
demonstrate that learning.  
 
Peer review is a required aspect of each portfolio and will be evaluated on a scale of 1-10 to make up 10% of 
your portfolio grade. The peer review evaluations will be based on both the assessment you receive from 
your peers and my own assessment. Remember that the author’s note is also evaluated as part of your 
portfolio grade. 
 
Writing project portfolios are due at the beginning of class, unless otherwise noted. Each writing project 
will receive a percentage grade out of 100 based on specific evaluation rubrics.  
 
Discussion Board Reading Analysis Posts: These will be evaluated on a scale of 1-10 and averaged together 
to make up 10% of your final grade. Poses not submitted will receive a 0; posts submitted late will receive 
half credit. The lowest score will be replaced with a 100%; the event discussion board post will not count 
toward replacement. 
  
Process Work: Process work consists of in-class writing, miscellaneous homework, activities, quizzes, and 
other related writing. These will be graded on a scale from 1-10 and will count for 10% of your final grade. 



Lexi Walston 
Paranormal Writing 

 6 

Being absent may prevent your ability to participate in some process work; you may not make up missed 
process work due to unexcused absences. 
 
Late Work: Don’t be late! Turning in late work hinders the feedback you can receive and peers’ abilities 
compromises your ability to complete the next assignment. Work is due at the beginning of class and will be 
considered late thereafter. If you know you will be missing a class, you must submit the assignment ahead of 
time to receive credit.  
 
Late project portfolios will be penalized one letter grade for each calendar day beyond the due date unless a) 
the student has an official university absence and b) the instructor has agreed to late submission in advance 
of the due date. Discussion Board Reading Analysis Posts may be turned in late for 50% credit; peer 
response and process work will not be accepted late.  
 
Online Submissions: This course is paper minimal, so you will need reliable access to the internet, which is 
always available in several places (including the library) on campus. Problems with technology (e.g., 
computer crash, internet connectivity issues, etc.) are not acceptable excuses for submitting late work. Plan 
ahead to avoid last minute crises related to submitting assignments. If you are concerned that online 
submissions have not gone through, please email me a back-up before the due date. 
 
Grade Breakdown 

Outcomes Graded Elements Percentage 
1,3 Project 1: Connecting to Your Beliefs, Part I 15% 
1,2,3 Project 2: Ethnography of Place 25% 
1,2,3 Project 3: Researching the Paranormal 25% 
1,2,3 Project 4: Connecting to Your Beliefs, Part II 15% 
2,3 Discussion Board Reading Analysis Posts 10% 
1, 3 Process Work 10% 

 
Revising Graded Writing: You may choose to revise either or both Projects 1 and 2 after they have been 
graded if you believe there is more you can learn from continuing to work on them. If you decide to revise, 
you’ll need to: 

• write a revision plan in which you assess your text and describe the work you want to do in revision 
• schedule a conference to meet with me to discuss your plan 
• Submit your revision, with author’s note detailing the changes you made and why, 

 
If you submitted your original writing project late, the late penalty will still apply to the revised essay. Note: 
if you turn in a revision plan and then decide not to revise, there is no penalty. 
 
Grading Concerns 
If you would like to discuss evaluations for individual assignments, please wait 24 hours after receiving the 
evaluation. I will not discuss evaluations during, before, or after class, but I am happy to talk during office 
hours or by appointment. 
 
Final Grade Scale 

Grade Score Grade Score 
A 94–100 C 74–76 
A- 90–93 C- 70–73 
B+ 87–89 D+ 67–69 
B 84–86 D 64–66 
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B- 80–83 D- 60–63 
C+ 77–79 F 0–59 

 
 

Academic Misconduct 
 

Academic Misconduct (Sec. 3.4 from the TCU Code of Student Conduct): Any act that violates the 
academic integrity of the institution is considered academic misconduct. The procedures used to resolve 
suspected acts of academic misconduct are available in the offices of Academic Deans and the Office of 
Campus Life and are listed in detail in the Undergraduate Catalog. Specific examples include, but are not 
limited to:  

• Cheating: Copying from another student’s test paper, laboratory report, other report, or computer 
files and listings; using, during any academic exercise, material and/or devices not authorized by 
the person in charge of the test; collaborating with or seeking aid from another student during a 
test or laboratory without permission; knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or 
soliciting in its entirety or in part, the contents of a test or other assignment unauthorized for 
release; substituting for another student or permitting another student to substitute for oneself.  

• Plagiarism: The appropriation, theft, purchase or obtaining by any means another’s work, and the 
unacknowledged submission or incorporation of that work as one’s own offered for credit. 
Appropriation includes the quoting or paraphrasing of another’s work without giving credit 
therefore. 

• Collusion: The unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing work offered for credit. 
• Abuse of Resource Materials: Mutilating, destroying, concealing, or stealing such material. 
• Computer Misuse: Unauthorized or illegal use of computer software or hardware through the 

TCU Computer Center or through any programs, terminals, or freestanding computers owned, 
leased or operated by TCU or any of its academic units for the purpose of affecting the academic 
standing of a student. 

• Fabrication and Falsification: Unauthorized alteration or invention of any information or citation 
in an academic exercise. Falsification involves altering information for use in any academic exercise. 
Fabrication involves inventing or counterfeiting information for use in any academic exercise. 

• Multiple Submission: The submission by the same individual of substantial portions of the same 
academic work (including oral reports) for credit more than once in the same or another class 
without authorization. 

• Complicity in Academic Misconduct: Helping another to commit an act of academic misconduct. 
• Bearing False Witness: Knowingly and falsely accusing another student of academic misconduct. 
• Improper Citation: Not citing a source appropriately, either when directly quoting or paraphrasing 

(we will discuss more about proper MLA citation throughout the course; the Purdue Online 
Writing Lab is a great resource for citing sources appropriately).   

Support for TCU Students 

Campus Offices 
• Brown-Lupton Health Center (817-257-7863) 
• Campus Life (817-257-7926, Sadler Hall 2006) 
• Center for Academic Services (817-257-7486, Sadler Hall 1022) 
• Center for Digital Expression (CDeX) (817-257-7350, Scharbauer 2003) 
• Mary Couts Burnett Library (817-257-7117)  
• Office of Religious & Spiritual Life (817-257-7830, Jarvis Hall 1st floor) 
• Student Development Services (817-257-7855, BLUU 2003) 

https://tcu.codes/code/index/3-prohibited-conduct/3-4-academic-misconduct/
http://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Undergraduate-Catalog/Student-Policies/Academic-Conduct-Policy-Details
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html
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• TCU Center for Writing (817-257-7221, Reed Hall 419) 
• Transfer Student Center (817-257-7855, BLUU 2003) 
• Veterans Services (817-257-5557, Jarvis Hall 219) 

 
Anti-Discrimination at TCU  
TCU prohibits discrimination and harassment based on age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, ethnic origin, disability, predisposing genetic 
information, covered veteran status, and any other basis protected by law, except as permitted by law. TCU 
also prohibits unlawful sexual and gender-based harassment and violence, sexual assault, incest, statutory 
rape, sexual exploitation, intimate partner violence, bullying, stalking, and retaliation. We understand that 
discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence can undermine students’ academic success and we 
encourage students who have experienced any of these issues to talk to someone about their experience, so 
they can get the support they need. Review TCU’s Policy on Prohibited Discrimination, Harassment and 
Related Conduct or to file a complaint: https://titleix.tcu.edu/title-ix/. 
 
Title IX at TCU 
As an instructor, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning environment on our campus. It 
is my goal that you feel able to share information related to your life experiences in classroom discussions, 
in your written work, and in our one-on-one meetings. I will seek to keep any information your share 
private to the greatest extent possible. However, I have a mandatory reporting responsibility under TCU 
policy and federal law and I am required to share any information I receive regarding sexual harassment, 
discrimination, and related conduct with TCU’s Title IX Coordinator. Students can receive confidential 
support and academic advocacy by contacting TCU’s Confidential Advocate in the Campus Advocacy, 
Resources & Education office at (817) 257-5225 or the Counseling & Mental Health Center at 
https://counseling.tcu.edu/ or by calling (817) 257-7863. Alleged violations can be reported to the Title IX 
Office at https://titleix.tcu.edu/student-toolkit/ or by calling (817) 257-8228. Should you wish to make a 
confidential report, the Title IX Office will seek to maintain your privacy to the greatest extent possible, but 
cannot guarantee confidentiality. Reports to law enforcement can be made to the Fort Worth Police 
Department at 911 for an emergency and (817) 335-4222 for non-emergency or TCU Police at (817) 257-
7777. 
 
Disabilities Services  
Disabilities Statement: Texas Christian University complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 regarding students with disabilities. Eligible students seeking 
accommodations should contact the Coordinator of Student Disabilities Services in the Center for 
Academic Services located in Sadler Hall, room 1010 or http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_services.asp. 
Accommodations are not retroactive, therefore, students should contact the Coordinator as soon as 
possible in the term for which they are seeking accommodations.  
 
Adequate time must be allowed to arrange accommodations and accommodations are not retroactive; 
therefore, students should contact the Coordinator as soon as possible in the academic term for which they 
are seeking accommodations. Each eligible student is responsible for presenting relevant, verifiable, professional 
documentation and/or assessment reports to the Coordinator. Guidelines for documentation may be found at 
http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_documentation.asp. Students with emergency medical information or 
needing special arrangements in case a building must be evacuated should discuss this information with 
their instructor/professor as soon as possible. 
 
Further information can be obtained from the Center for Academic Services, TCU Box 297710, Fort 
Worth, TX 76129, or at (817) 257-6567. 
 

TCU Online: Our Learning Management System 

https://titleix.tcu.edu/title-ix/
https://titleix.tcu.edu/title-ix/
https://titleix.tcu.edu/title-ix/
https://counseling.tcu.edu/
https://counseling.tcu.edu/
https://titleix.tcu.edu/student-toolkit/
https://titleix.tcu.edu/student-toolkit/
https://titleix.tcu.edu/student-toolkit/
http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_services.asp
http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_services.asp
http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_services.asp
http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_documentation.asp
http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_documentation.asp
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Getting Started with TCU Online 

• Access via my.tcu.edu > Student Quick Links > TCU Online 
OR  
Login at the following website (http://d2l.tcu.edu). Enter your TCU network credentials (the same 
you use for MyTCU). 

• For information about logging into TCU Online, view these instructions 
(http://tcuonline.tcu.edu/kb/how-do-i-log-in/). 

• If you have not yet taken the TCU Online Student Orientation Tutorial, please do so now. To 
access it, click on the "Student Orientation Tutorial" on your home page. Follow the instructions in 
the course. 

• Technical requirements for using the system – specifications list: 
https://community.brightspace.com/s/article/Brightspace-Platform-Requirements  
 

TCU Online and ENGL 10803 
All materials needed for ENGL 10803 will be available from our course website. You’ll also be expected to 
upload drafts and other work to the course website. Grades will be updated on our course site as promptly 
as possible. 
 
Getting Help with TCU Online 
If you experience any technical problems while using TCU Online, please do not hesitate to contact the 
D2L HELP DESK. They can be reached by phone or chat 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  

Phone: 1-877-325-7778 
Chat: Chat is available within TCU Online in the Help menu on the navigation bar. 

If you are working with the helpdesk to resolve a technical issue, make sure to keep me updated on the troubleshooting 
progress. If you have a course-related issue (course content, assignment troubles, quiz difficulties) please 
contact me. 
 
Personal Settings & Notifications for TCU Online 
As a student, you should set up your account settings, profile, and notifications. To do this you will login to 
TCU Online and select your name on the top right of the screen. You can upload a photo of yourself and 
add personal information to your profile. In the notifications area, you can add your phone number to 
receive text messages when grades are given as well as reminder texts for upcoming assignments and quizzes.  
 
Recommended Apps for Use with TCU Online: Pulse & Binder 
Pulse is a phone app which gives you access to the course calendar, assignments, grades, and 
announcements. This app provides a graph that can help you manage your time. Based on the number of 
assignments and events on the course calendar for your classes, the graph will display busy times for class 
work in the upcoming week. You can use this app to manage your daily workload. Students can download 
Pulse from the Google Play or Apple Store. Students can learn more and download Pulse here: 
https://www.d2l.com/products/pulse/. 
 
Binder is an app used to select, save, and read course content outside of TCU Online (aka offline). For 
example, if you are traveling for a school activity—such as a sporting event or competition—you would use 
the Binder App to select course content you want to read while on the bus and without Wi-Fi access. 
Binder is available in a web version and iPad/Android app version. Select this link to learn more about 
Binder: https://www.d2l.com/products/binder/. Content such as video and audio files and links are not 
compatible with Binder. 
  

http://d2l.tcu.edu/
http://d2l.tcu.edu/
http://tcuonline.tcu.edu/kb/how-do-i-log-in/
http://tcuonline.tcu.edu/kb/how-do-i-log-in/
https://community.brightspace.com/s/article/Brightspace-Platform-Requirements
https://www.d2l.com/products/pulse/
https://www.d2l.com/products/pulse/
https://www.d2l.com/products/binder/
https://www.d2l.com/products/binder/
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Course Schedule 

This calendar represents my current plans and objectives. As we go through the semester, those plans may 
need to change to enhance class learning. Such changes will be communicated clearly in advance. 

DATE IN-CLASS DUE TODAY 
M Jan 14 In Class: 

Course Introduction 
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9GwIeh5FIY 
Define “Paranormal” 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Write: Post your tentative definition of “Paranormal” to the TCU Online 
Discussion Board 
 

 

W Jan 16 In Class:  
Introduce Project 1  
Determine official course definition of “Paranormal” 
 
Homework for Friday: 
Write: Writing History Letter   
Write: Bring a signed statement that you have read, understand, and 
agree to the terms of the syllabus 
 

Post your 
definition of 
“Paranormal” 
to discussion 
board 
 

 

F Jan 18 In Class: 
Explore and define beliefs, belief systems 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Watch: Supernatural Season 1, Episode 1 
Read: https://personalexcellence.co/blog/morning-ritual/  
Write: DBRAP 1 over Supernatural “Do You Have a Morning Ritual?” 
 

Submit Writing 
History Letter; 
Bring a signed 
syllabus 
statement to 
class 

 Week 2  
M Jan 21 MLK—No Class 

 
 

W Jan 23 In Class:  
Developing inquiry questions 
Discuss Supernatural 
Discuss rituals as paranormal  
 
Homework for Friday:  
Read: “The Writing Process” 
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Rhetoric_and_Composition/The_Stages
_of_the_Writing_Process 
Watch: Friends Season 2, Episode 11 
 

DBRAP 1 due: 
Supernatural 
and “Do You 
Have a 
Morning 
Ritual?” 

F Jan 25 In Class: 
Discuss the writing process 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Read: “The Clan of One-Breasted Women,” Terry Tempest Williams  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9GwIeh5FIY
https://personalexcellence.co/blog/morning-ritual/
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Rhetoric_and_Composition/The_Stages_of_the_Writing_Process
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Rhetoric_and_Composition/The_Stages_of_the_Writing_Process
https://www.iss.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01000579/Centricity/Domain/4131/Clan%20of%20the%20One-Breasted%20Women.pdf
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Write: DBRAP 2 over “One-Breasted Women” 
 

 Week 3  
M Jan 28 In Class: 

Discuss making claims, supporting claims with evidence from experience 
Discuss “One-Breasted Women” 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Listen: “Saying Thanks to My Ghosts,” Amy Tan 
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=103412215  
Write: DBRAP 3 over “Saying Thanks to My Ghosts” 
 

DBRAP 2 due: 
“One-Breasted 
Women” 

W Jan 30 In Class: 
Discuss narrative strategies 
Discuss “Saying Thanks” 
 

DBRAP 3 due: 
“Saying Thanks 
to My Ghosts” 

F Feb 1 In Class:  
Practice peer response with sample student text 
Outlining 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Write and Upload: 500 word draft of Project 1 
 

 

 Week 4  
M Feb 4 In Class: 

Peer Response 
Writing Workshop 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Write, Revise, and Upload: Paper 1 to be 750 words total 
 

500 word draft 
of Project 1 

W Feb 6 In Class: 
Revision Activity 
Review Project 1 expectations 
Explain purpose of portfolio 
Project 2 Forecasting 
 
Homework for Friday: 
Write: A full-length rough draft (1,000 words) of Paper 1 
 

750 word draft 
of Project 1 

F Feb 8 In Class: 
Editing Activity 
Go over Portfolio Checklist  
Project 2 Location Selection 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Write and Assemble: Project 1 Portfolio by 9am on 2/11 
Write: Post your selected haunted location for Project 2 to the discussion 
board by 5pm on 2/11 
 

Full-length 
revised draft 
due for editing 

 Week 5  

https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=103412215
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M Feb 11 In Class: 
Class Cancelled 
Submit Project 1 Portfolio online by class time 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Read: “Defining Ethnographic Writing,” 1a, 1b, and 1c 
http://www.engagingcommunities.org/defining_ethnograpic/ 
 

Project 1 
Portfolio Due; 
post your 
selected 
haunted 
location for 
Project 2 to the 
discussion 
board 

W Feb 13 In Class: 
Defining ethnographic inquiry 
Discuss research options, researching those options 
 
Homework for Friday: 
Read: “The Yellow Wallpaper,” Charlotte Perkins Gilman 
Write: DBRAP 4 over “Yellow Wallpaper”  
Post: Post your tentative research topic to the discussion board on TCU 
Online 
 

 

F Feb 15 In Class: 
Research Timeline—Discussion and Work Time 
Searching for (informal) Secondary Sources 
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcMxMCC7L6Q  
Discuss “Yellow Wallpaper” 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Read: “Engaging Community: Writing Field Notes” 
http://www.engagingcommunities.org/writing-fieldnotes/ 
Watch: Supernatural, Season 1, Episode 4 
Write: Research Timeline  
 

DBRAP 4 due: 
“Yellow 
Wallpaper” 

 Week 6  
M Feb 18 In Class: 

Quiz over “Engaging Community” and Supernatural 
Field Notes Activity (graded) 
Discuss Supernatural with guest, Gabby McGarry 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Watch: Supernatural, Season 1, Episode 2 
Write: DBRAP 5 over Supernatural 
 

Research 
Timeline Due 

W Feb 20 In Class: 
Analyzing Field Notes (bring field notes from activity last class) 
Discuss Supernatural 
 
Homework for Friday: 
Post: List of secondary source(s) on discussion board 
 

DBRAP 5 Due: 
Supernatural 

F Feb 22 In Class: 
Writing “thick” descriptions 
Discuss secondary sources 
Revision options for Project 1 

Post at least 1 
secondary 
source URL to 
the Secondary 

http://www.engagingcommunities.org/defining_ethnograpic/
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/theliteratureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcMxMCC7L6Q
http://www.engagingcommunities.org/writing-fieldnotes/
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Homework for Monday: 
Read: Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, Chapter 17, “Cat, Rat, and 
Dog” 
Write: DBRAP 6 over Harry Potter 
 

Sources 
discussion 
board 

 Week 7  
M Feb 25 In Class: 

Share current state of primary research 
Organizing an ethnography 
Incorporating secondary research 
Discuss Harry Potter 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Compile: Bring together your primary research to share with the class; 
your primary research should be completed by Wednesday 2-27 
 

DBRAP 6 due: 
Harry Potter 

W Feb 27 In Class: 
Analyzing field notes, finding patterns, making claims 
Field notes activity with your primary research 
Thesis workshop 
 
Homework for Friday: 
Write: Paper 2 Draft (600 words) 
 

Share your 
primary 
research 

F Mar 1 In Class: 
Review rubric 
Assess sample essay 
Writing Workshop 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Revise: Paper 2; meet 1,000 word requirement 
Post: Post your thesis to the discussion board on TCU Online 
 

600 word peer 
review draft due 
for instructor 
evaluation; 
revision plan 
for project 1 
due by 
11:59pm 

 Week 8  
M Mar 4 In Class: 

Peer review  
Revision activity 
General feedback 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Write: Full-length draft (1,200 words) of Paper 2 
 

1,000 word 
peer review 
draft due; post 
your thesis to 
the thesis 
discussion 
board 

W Mar 6 In Class: 
Peer Review 
Review Portfolio 2 requirements 
 
Homework for Friday: 
Write and Assemble: Project 2 Portfolio 
 

Full-length 
(1,200 words) 
draft due for 
editing 
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F Mar 8 In Class: 
Reflection on Project 2 
Mid-semester evaluation 
Workshop 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Enjoy your spring break! 
 

Project 2 
Portfolio Due 
at 5pm 

 Week 9  
M Mar 11 Spring Break  
W Mar 13 Spring Break  
F Mar 15 Spring Break  
 Week 10  
M Mar 18 In Class: 

Introduce Project 3 
Academic Writing as Conversation 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Read: “Active Reading”  
Read: Stephen King, “Suffer the Little Children” 
Write: DBRAP 7 over “Active Reading” and King 
 

Project 1 
revisions due by 
11:59pm 
(optional) 

W Mar 20 In Class: 
Developing a Research Question 
Discuss “Active Reading” and King 
 
Homework for Friday: 
Read: “Understanding Library Resources” 
https://writingcommons.org/chapters/information-literacy/library-and-
internet-research/818-understanding-library-resources] 
Write: Tentative research question and post to discussion board 
 

DBRAP 7 due: 
“Active 
Reading” and 
King 

F Mar 22 In Class: 
Library Day! (graded; arrive in west library entrance for class) 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Read: The Salem Witch Hunt, Introduction, Richard Godbeer (.pdf on 
TCU Online) 
Write: DBRAP 8 over “Introduction” 
 

Post your topic 
and tentative 
research 
question to the 
discussion 
board; meet in 
the library 

 Week 11  
M Mar 25 In Class: 

Discuss Reading Journal Articles—Strategies 
Discuss The Salem Witch Hunt 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Read: Start reading sources for project 
 

DBRAP 8 due: 
“Introduction” 

W Mar 27 In Class: 
Discuss Kinds of Sources and Evaluating Sources 
Sentence Flow 
 

 

https://writingcommons.org/active-reading
https://www.bestlibrary.org/files/suffer-the-little-children.pdf
https://writingcommons.org/chapters/information-literacy/library-and-internet-research/818-understanding-library-resources
https://writingcommons.org/chapters/information-literacy/library-and-internet-research/818-understanding-library-resources
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Homework for Friday: 
Read: 
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Rhetoric_and_Composition/Annotated_
Bibliography 
Read: The Salem Witch Hunt, “Tituba,” Richard Godbeer (.pdf on TCU 
Online) 
Write: DBRAP 9 over “Tituba” 
 

F Mar 29 In Class: 
Annotated Bibliography 
Citing Sources 
Discuss Godbeer 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Write: Annotated Bibliography 
 

DBRAP 9 due: 
“Tituba” 

 

 Week 12  
M Apr 1 In Class: 

Discuss Summarizing Sources 
In-Class Annotated Bibliography Activity 
Sign up for required conferences 
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Read:  Using and Framing Direct Quotations, Paraphrasing, Primary and 
Secondary Sources 
 

Annotated 
Bibliography 
Due 

W Apr 3 In Class: 
Discuss Paraphrasing, Quoting Sources 
Signing up for Conferences 
 
Homework for Friday: 
Write: 650 word draft/outline of Paper 3 for conference 
 

 

F Apr 5 Conferences (no class) 
 

 

 Week 13  
M Apr 8 Conferences (no class) 

Lexi’s Thesis Defense at 11:00am (DBRAP Option) 
 

 

W Apr 10 In Class: 
Peer Review 
Revision Activity 
 
Homework for Friday: 
Write: Full-length draft  
 

1,000 word 
draft due for 
peer review and 
revision activity 

F Apr 12 In Class: 
Editing Activity 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Revise and Assemble: Portfolio 3 
 

Full-length 
(1,300 word) 
draft due for 
editing activity 

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Rhetoric_and_Composition/Annotated_Bibliography
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Rhetoric_and_Composition/Annotated_Bibliography
http://uwc.utexas.edu/handouts/direct-quotations-using-and-framing/
http://uwc.utexas.edu/handouts/paraphrasing/
http://uwc.utexas.edu/handouts/primary-and-secondary-sources/
http://uwc.utexas.edu/handouts/primary-and-secondary-sources/
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 Week 14  
M Apr 15 In Class: 

Reflect on Project 3 
Introduce Project 4  
 

Project 3 
Portfolio due 
by 9am 

W Apr 17 In Class: 
Discuss constructing a thesis based on project 3 
Discuss course question, answering course question 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Post tentative thesis to discussion board 
 

 

F Apr 19 Easter Break—No Class  
 Week 15  
M Apr 22 In Class: 

Discuss outlining presentations  
 
Homework for Wednesday: 
Watch: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/carrie_poppy_a_scientific_approach_to_the
_paranormal  
 

Post tentative 
thesis to 
discussion 
board 

W Apr 24 In Class: 
Discuss media formats for presentations 
Discuss Poppy’s presentation 
 
 

 

F Apr 26 In Class: 
Workshop 
 
Homework for Monday: 
Write: Draft of presentation script and visual component 
 

 

 Week 16  
M Apr 29 In Class: 

Peer Review 
Revision Activity 

Draft of 
presentation 
script and 
visual 
component due 
for peer 
response 

W May 1 In Class: 
Course Reflection 
Final Preparation  
 

 

 Final Exam Schedule http://www.reg.tcu.edu/cal_exam_spring.asp 
 

 

 

Student Perception of Teaching (SPOT) 

https://www.ted.com/talks/carrie_poppy_a_scientific_approach_to_the_paranormal
https://www.ted.com/talks/carrie_poppy_a_scientific_approach_to_the_paranormal
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Towards the end of the term you will receive an email asking to complete your SPOT for this 
course. I appreciate your thoughtful and reflective feedback to help make this course successful for 
future students. You can fill out the SPOT by clicking on the link in the email or in TCU Online 
when SPOTs open.  
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